CHAPTER    XXI
CHILD   STUDY   AND   GUIDANCE   IN
THE   ELEMENTARY   SCHOOL
THE    TASK    OF    GUIDANCE
Individual development and guidance of children is the
task of education. Without guidance few children five
to twelve years of age are capable of critical insight into
their strengths and weaknesses, their needs and capacities.
Without guidance the choice of a curriculum appropriate
to the child's stage of readiness is impossible.
The educator with the guidance point of view sees each
child as a bundle of possibilities, as an individual with po-
tential capacities, special talents, problems, and needs. He
sees the school as a place in which children's potentialities
are discovered and where such changes are made in the
objectives of education, in materials and methods of instruc-
tion as are needed to develop these potentialities.
It is one function of guidance to make certain that gifted
children develop their special abilities and talents in the
service of society as well as for their own happiness, and that
handicapped children capitalize their assets and find joy in
work. No child should be handicapped by health defects
which can be remedied or by destructive habits of thought
or feeling.
Thus guidance is inextricably enmeshed with the curricu-
lum, with instruction, with community agencies, with the
social order. All these influences help the child to develop
in body, mind, and character, through his own efforts, to
the optimum of his capacity for growth.
PROCESSES    OF    GUIDANCE
There are two main processes in guidance which may be
designated as appraisal and adjustment. Appraisal is the
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